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     This female-fronted energetic four-piece from 
the Inland Empire has been making a name for 
themselves for these past couple years playing on 
varied bills with rockabilly, country, psychobilly, 
and punk acts, and all without the aid of a drummer. 
But this writer watched one of their sets all the 
way through and didn’t even notice anything was 
missing. The driving beat created by the frantic 
�D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F�� �J�X�L�W�D�U�� �V�W�U�X�P�P�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �À�Q�J�H�U���E�X�V�W�L�Q�J��
�V�O�D�S�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �´�E�X�O�O�� �À�G�G�O�H�µ�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �V�X�I�À�F�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �D��
rhythm section. One wonders if the band were 
weaned on more high-energy music than the 
�X�V�X�D�O�� �L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �F�L�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �U�R�F�N�D�E�L�O�O�\��
bands. According to Byron Williams—the afore-
mentioned frantic strummer—these musicians 
actually strive for a high-energy punk rock feel 
with their music.
     Byron, and his brother and bassist Justin 
Williams, and their lead guitarist Hector Mattos 
were all in a previous band together called 
Southbound 151, a more garage/punk oriented 
group. They decided they wanted to do something 
totally different, more stripped down. The best way 
to do that seemed to be to get rid of the drummer, 
and just have slap bass doing heavy rhythm.

Byron Williams:  We were listening to bands like 
High Noon at the time, they don’t have a drummer. 
It’s a lot of work for the bass player, but I wasn’t 
playing bass, so I wasn’t sweating it... [chuckle] 
So we thought let’s give it a shot. Celeste Gilstrap 
was waitressing with my sister, who mentioned 
to her that I was looking for a singer. We had her 
come to one of our practices and she sang a couple 
songs. She’d never sang into a mic before, but it 
was cool. She had a lot of potential and we could 
�V�H�H�� �L�W�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �D�Z�D�\���� �6�R�� �Z�H�� �V�D�L�G���� �´�/�H�W�·�V�� �W�U�\�� �L�W���µ�� �:�H��
started writing songs, learning covers... And we 
started booking shows immediately, because we 
�À�J�X�U�H�G���W�K�D�W�·�V���Z�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���\�R�X���J�R�R�G�����2�X�U���À�U�V�W��
show was at the Doll Hut around October of ‘04, 
we played some originals and some covers. 
Big Wheel: Who writes your songs?
Byron:  I write most of the lyrics, but Celeste 
writes some of them too. Then musically the whole 
�E�D�Q�G�� �J�H�W�V�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �À�O�O�V�� �L�W�� �R�X�W�����$�Q�G�� �O�\�U�L�F�D�O�O�\����
the content of our songs is a lot different from the 
normal rockabilly songs. It seems like especially 

with Johnny Cash, they used to really write songs 
from the heart. They really meant something, but 
now I think it’s really easy if you start playing 
traditional rockabilly to just write songs about hot 
rods, tattoos, and chicks, and you’re done. And you 
can get away with it because you have an upright 
bass. And you can get that automatic fan base that 
�O�L�N�H�V���U�R�F�N�D�E�L�O�O�\���P�X�V�L�F�����V�R���Z�H���V�W�D�U�W���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���Á�R�R�G�H�G��
with bands like that. So one thing we really try 
to do is take it back to how any good music in 
any genre is written, it comes from the heart. We 
�U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���R�X�U���À�U�V�W���&�'�����L�W���Z�D�V���F�D�O�O�H�G��Barstool Rodeo
and we really tried to make it kind of fun, but at 
the same time there’s songs on there that are deep. 
�:�H���K�D�Y�H���R�Q�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���´�5�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���)�R�U���W�K�H���%�L�E�O�H���µ���W�K�H��
�F�K�R�U�X�V���L�V���´�U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�L�E�O�H���E�X�W���J�U�D�E���W�K�H���J�X�Q���µ��
The verses are about a woman who’s upset with 
her life and taking care of her problems. The key 
of it is, no matter how much you try and do what 
you think is right or the good thing, a lot of the 
time you still just reach for the gun instead. It’s the 
�H�Y�L�O���V�L�G�H���L�Q���D�O�O���R�I���X�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�Á�L�F�W���W�K�D�W���L�W���F�U�H�D�W�H�V����
And we try and think about it on a more personal 
level too. We’re all in our thirties, and we’ve been 
married, un-married, married again, with kids. 
So we’ve all been through the whole gamut of 
�S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�����7�R���J�H�W���X�S���W�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���G�R���´�V�P�L�O�H���E�L�O�O�\�µ���I�R�U��
an hour would be like we’re lying to ourselves, 
and the crowd. 
BW: Would you ever have guest musicians on an 
album?
Byron:  Yeah, actually we did. We released our 
�À�U�V�W�� �&�'�� �O�D�V�W�� �V�X�P�P�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �K�D�G�� �&�H�O�H�V�W�H�·�V�� �G�D�G��
come in and play mandolin on a few songs. He has 
a heavy bluegrass background. 
BW: Would you ever think about a banjo? 
Byron: �� �2�K�� �G�H�À�Q�L�W�H�O�\�����:�H�� �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �R�Q�H���� �D�Q�G��
Hector picks that thing up and tears it up all the 
time, so I wouldn’t be surprised if on our next... 
you know we’re working on our next CD right 
now. It’s pretty much done being written and 
we’re about to start recording. There’ll probably 
be some banjo on there. 
BW: Is there any instrument you wouldn’t 
consider using? 
Byron:  Probably not, except for drums. We’ve 
had three or four drummer friends who’ve wanted 
to jam with us just to see what it sounds like, and 

we just never did that. It wasn’t a rule; we just all 
thought it was really cool not to have drums. 
BW: Ever go out on the road?
Byron:  We just caravanned out to Vegas not 
too long ago and one thing we’ve started doing 
is to video tape a lot of what we do, so we put 
together video podcasts now. You can go on 
iTunes and subscribe to our video podcasts, and 
they average about seven minutes long. It’s free; 
you can download it on your iPod or watch it on 
your computer. It’ll be us, working on new songs, 
or show live clips, or us practicing songs in our 
garage. We went out to Vegas with Lee Rocker 
and we videotaped most of that. I interviewed 
Lee Rocker and we’re putting that out now. I 
interviewed Colleen from the Devil Dolls, Buzz 
Campbell, and Hot Rod Lincoln, and Sabina, the 
pin-up model. We’ll have all those interviews 
coming out, in our next couple podcasts. We’ve 
had a lot of fun with that, it’s like a whole ‘nother 
avenue. I didn’t even know what a podcast was 
two months ago, I had no clue. But I had an iPod 
and iTunes and I started looking at all that stuff and 
there’s like a whole world out there of podcasts. It 
doesn’t have to be video, it can be an audio clip, 
and iTunes will help share it with the world, and 
anyone can download it for free. You get a lot of 
amateur DJ’s who do radio shows, one-hour audio 
clips they upload every week. It’s cool, I mean, 
there’s a lot of crap you gotta go through, but 
there’s a lot of good stuff too, that’s worth looking 
for. But we really take it seriously, we bought a 
really nice camera, we bought software for editing 
and between the four of us, it’s 100 percent done 
by the band. 
BW: Do you have a favorite silent movie?
Byron:  I’d say it’s more of a silent video, but I’ll 
watch the old Britney Spears music videos, but 
they have to be silent. Have to have the mute on 
for me to watch those, but I’ll watch them.

Come out and catch the all-ages show at the 
Troubadour, with psychobilly, rockabilly, bluegrass 
and more, there’ll be something for everybody.

                                                       By: King Nick


